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Inside this issue: 

The annual Hills of Wa-

terford Subdivision 

meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, September 

19th, at 7:00pm.  It will 

take place at St. An-

drew’s Church at the top 

of the hill on Hatchery 

Road.  Basically, exit the 

front of the sub, turn 

left, and it is on the 

right hand side. 

Please arrive early to 

register.  Registration 

opens at 6:30pm.  We 

register in hopes of 

meeting a quorum so 

that anything we vote 

on will be official.  Light 

refreshments will be 

provided. 

Come hear about and 

discuss current events 

and issues in our subdi-

vision.  Be a part of 

change for the better.  

Take pride in your home 

and community. 

Annual Meeting 

August 26, 2019 

Street Repairs 

On Tuesday, August 

13th, HD Sealcoating 

and Paving Solutions, 

LLC went through the 

subdivision and filled in 

and sealed the larger 

cracks in our roads.  

This was done in an ef-

fort to extend the life of 

the roads.  As has been 

mentioned before, when 

the day comes that the 

roads need to be re-

placed, it will be a very 

expensive venture.  Alt-

hough money is being 

set aside for this rainy 

day, it will still likely 

cost homeowners out of 

pocket to do so.  The 

Board is doing it’s best 

to minimize this cost. 

Violations via Certified Mail 

As of late, there has 

been some discussion 

amongst co-owners 

about violations being 

received via Certified 

mail.  Although this 

method was not used in 

the past, the Board 

made the decision to go 

this route after several 

people stated they never 

received the warning 

letter sent them before 

receiving a fine.  Wheth-

er or not they did didn’t 

matter.  We needed a 

system that would pro-

tect home-owners and 

the Board alike.  That 

system ended up being 

certified mail. 

The Board has voted to 

have the first warning 

letter also delivered this 

way.  It just allows the 

whole process to run 

more smoothly. 

Also, this was discussed 

at the last annual meet-

ing and all of the home-

owners that were in at-

tendance agreed to this 

policy. 



The main reason was to get all 

those heavy trucks off of the 

streets all week long.  Going to 

one carrier reduced the madness 

to only 3 trucks per week.  That 

reduced the stress on the roads 

and increased the safety to our 

kids and pets.  It also increased 

curb appeal in that we did not 

have garbage bins out all week 

long.  And finally, we all saved 

money annually.  We got a much 

better rate than any individual 

could have. 

The true increase was on January 

1st, 2018.  We raised the dues $32 

per quarter (total of $170); the 

first in 20 years.  It was to in-

crease the amount of money being 

set aside for road replacement.  

We are approaching that need. 

Earlier this year, a $6 trash in-

crease raised it to $176. 

The quarterly dues in the Hills of 

Waterford started at $87 per 

quarter.  They stayed there for 18 

years.  On July 1st, 2016 the dues 

went up by $51 to a total of $138.  

This was not ACTUALLY a dues 

increase.  The additional $51 cov-

ered the cost of  trash per quarter 

per household.  The Board had 

made the decision to go to one 

trash carrier for many reasons. 

At this point, I’d say 80% of us 

(just guessing) have received a 

violation letter at some point.  The 

Board recognizes that this isn’t a 

pleasant experience.  None of us 

want to feel that our day to day 

lifestyle may actually be offensive 

to someone.  The form letters do 

not help using such phrases as 

“the Board of Directors has re-

ceived a complaint…..”   They 

make us feel like neighbors are 

judging us or talking behind our 

back.  For everyone’s information,  

sometimes a co-owner may com-

plain; sometimes the violation is 

caught during a Board 

walkthrough; and sometimes the 

property manager may catch it.   

The bottom line is, let’s all absorb 

that this is a form letter and take 

in what it’s asking and not take it 

personally. 

As a Board, we have referred to 

the lawyer about the harsh tones 

of these letters.  We thought may-

be we could rewrite them to make 

them less harsh.  We were in-

formed that we should keep them 

business like and to the point.  In 

a way, we are a business.  As an 

association, we are bound to rules, 

we hire contractors, we collect 

money and pay bills, etc..  So, we 

are not likely to change the form 

letters too much. 

Since last year, as part of taking 

on a new Property Manager and 

trying to catch up with issues that 

were allowed to get out of hand 

with the previous manager, we 

took on general appearance is-

sues.  These included items such 

as lawn maintenance, weed abate-

ment, rotting wood, peeling paint, 

wrong trim colors, mold and out-

side trash container storage.  

There may have been a few out-

side this list, but this list holds 

the majority of the violations that 

went out this year.  If you re-

ceived one, again, please don’t 

take it personally.  The violation 

is pulled from the Bylaws.  It’s 

just a part of living in an Associa-

tion. 

The History of the Hills of Waterford Dues 
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Whether you have been happy or 

unhappy with the way the Board 

has conducted business in the last 

year, plan on attending the annu-

al meeting in September and get 

involved. 

There is at least one Board posi-

tion to be filled.  Jim Laube has 

moved north and is currently trying 

to sell his house.  Although we hate 

to see him go, we wish him all the 

best in the next chapter of his life.  

He was an active part in this not so 

easy job tasked to the Board.  Jim, 

thanks for all your hard work.  You 

will be greatly missed. 



yourself. 

Herringbone:  City Loft 

  SW 7631 

Savannah Wicker: 

  Universal Khaki 

  SW 6150 

Sterling Gray: Gray Clouds 

  SW 7658 

Natural Clay: Stone Lion 

  SW 7507 

Heritage Cream: 

  Cottage Cream 

  SW 7678 

Desert Tan: Muslin 

  SW 6133 

Listed below are the 5 original 

door and shutter colors (same per 

house) and the 13 new additions:  

All are given as Sherwin Williams 

colors.  Again, make sure you ask 

for exterior paint when giving 

them the numbers. 

Original: 

Gale Force, SW 7605 

Roycroft Copper Red, SW 2839 

Sealskin, SW 7675 

Polished Mahogany, SW 2838 

Jasper, SW 6216 

New: 

Lakeshore, SW 6494 

Rave Red, SW 6608 

Great Falls, SW 6494 

Fine Wine, SW 6307 

Georgia Bay, SW 6509 

Urban Bronze, SW 7048 

Naval, SW 6244 

Poinsettia, SW 6594 

Inky Blue, SW 9149 

Mature Grape, SW 6286 

Sage Green Light, SW 2851 

Pennywise, SW 6349 

Westchester Gray, SW 2849 

Although we are giving you the 

list of approved colors, it is still 

expected that you will fill out a 

modification request form before 

changing your color scheme.  

There has been a rule of thumb 

since the beginning of the Hills of 

Waterford that no two houses 

next to each other shall have the 

exact same color scheme.  There-

fore, approval is still mandatory. 

If you would like to be on the Ar-

chitectural Committee, please 

contact the Board with your con-

tact information, and they will 

pass it on to the committee.  In 

general, the committee meets once 

a month and usually on the first 

Thursday. 

The Board has been pleading for 

Architectural Committee volun-

teers for years….. Well, this year 

we formed one and got moving in 

some positive directions.  Alt-

hough there are still many topics 

to discuss, we have finalized trim 

colors for the 6 different sidings in 

the Hills of Waterford and have 

also added some new door and 

shutter colors to the original list.  

Trim colors seemed like an im-

portant  topic to start with.  Our 

rough hewn wooded trims need to 

be replaced and painted at some 

regularity.  Throughout the years, 

this has been one of the issues 

that has started to make our 

neighborhood look a bit wonky.  

Homeowners have not been choos-

ing trim colors that went with the 

original color schemes.  They have 

been taking liberties to choose 

something different, and in many 

cases have not done a designer 

job.  Don’t take it personally if 

that is you.  It’s hard to look at 

those little paint chips and pick 

out  something that looks good.  

The rule here is that our trim col-

ors need to match our siding.  

Listed below are the siding colors 

and the Sherwin Williams paint 

color that needs to be used with 

each one.  Make sure you pur-

chase it as outside paint because 

not all of these colors are outside 

ones.  Also, if you prefer a differ-

ent brand of paint, just pick up 

the paint sample at Sherwin Wil-

liams and take it somewhere that 

they can match it.  Also, if you 

don’t know what your siding color 

is, you can either ask for the 

Boards help (we have the samples 

of all of them) or you can go to 

Wimsatt (off of M-59 between 

Crescent Lake and Pontiac Lake 

roads) and ask for the samples 

Architectural Committee Notes 
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Kids are heading back to school 
and the days are getting shorter.  
Along with changing our furnace 
filters, we need to remember to 
check our garage and porch 
lights.  The subdivision was built 
without street lights with the in-
tention that the home-owners 

would have garage and porch 
lights on to provide safety to 
those who pass through our 
streets after dark. 

If your garage lights aren’t work-
ing even after you change the 
bulbs, then your sensor is bad.  

The sensor is located on the 
side of the house.  It senses 
when it get darks enough to au-
tomatically turn on the lights.  
These sensors can be pur-
chased at any local hardware or 
home improvement store for ap-
proximately $12. 

Garage and Porch Lights 
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Waterford Going to One Waste Hauler 

The Charter Township of Water-

ford Board of Trustees has decid-

ed to contract one waste hauler 

for all of Waterford starting in 

2020.  They are currently wrap-

ping up bid packages.  The actual 

start date is set for March 30, 

2020.  If they stay on schedule, 

you can expect your April dues 

payment to be without the waste 

expense.  But, please don’t just 

assume they are on schedule. You 

will be notified when the change 

in dues will take place. 


